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ALBANIA
Albania, which Hes along the Adriatic between the Greek frontier
and the former Kingdom of Montenegro, has an area of about
11,000 square miles, and a population of 1,400,000. The greater
part of the country is mountainous, and is only fit for pastoral
pursuits. The coastal districts are said to be unhealthy, but in
the valleys of some of the rivers there are not inconsiderable areas
of land which might be rendered more productive than they are at
present. Partly on account of its mountainous character, and
partly because of Turkish misrule in the past, the country is entirely
undeveloped. A few roads constructed between 1914 and 1918
have apparently been allowed to fall into disrepair^ and there
are no railways. Small quantities of cereals, fruit, and dairy
produce are exported to neighbouring lands, but the climatic
conditions seem well adapted to the cultivation of both cotton and
tobacco. The ports of the country, Valeria, Durazzo, and San
Giovanni di Medua, are merely open roadsteads. For economic
development foreign capital is necessary, but until orderly govern-
ment is assured that Is unlikely to be forthcoming.
BULGARIA
From the Danube the Balkans strike southwards and then curve
towards the east, where for a considerable distance they run with
an average height of 5,000 to 6,000 feet, gradually descending as
they approach the Black Sea. In the first part of their course
they consist of crystalline rock, but towards the east they appear
to be mainly of sedimentary origin. To the north of them lies the
Balkan Foreland, which is built up of sandstone and "limestone
overlaid in places by loess, and is deeply dissected by the rivers
which flow northwards to the Danube; while to the south of the
main range and separated from it by rich alluvial valleys, such as
that of the Tunja, are the mountain masses of Sredna Gora and
Karaja Dagh. The Roumelian plains, which He to the south
of these and contain much fertile soil, are bordered on the south-
west by the Rhodope Mountains, which belong to the Thraco*
Macedonian massif, and on the west by a hilly country in which
there are fertile depressions such as those of Sofia and KyustendjE',',
Climatic conditions vary in different parts of the